


• Goal

• What is the REB? 

• What is the TCPS2?

• The development of the College research system

• Why do Colleges have REBs?

• Are different REBs connected?

• Who are the participants of a study?

• When to approach the REB?

• What forms are to be completed to request ethics review? 

• What types of projects are exempt from REB review?

• Why REBs (and not researchers) must decide what projects are exempt from REB review?

• Frequently Asked Questions

• References

• Thank you and contact information

2



This presentation aims to:

• provide essential information 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ w9.Ωǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
functions; 

• elucidate the historical and 
institutional context that justifies 
its existence;

• shows the organizational structure, 
normative framework, and 
procedures that support the REB;  

• responds to frequently asked 
questions re: ethics approval.  



What is the R.E.B.?
• This acronym stands for Research Ethics Board.

• It is a mandatory committee that has existed in the College since 2011 to 
comply with the federal policies that regulate the ethically responsive 
conduct of research set up by the TCPS2 that Sault College has committed 
to follow.

• Meets once per month at 8:00 am, from Sept. to June. 

• It includes internal members with experience in research and  volunteer 
external members. All with diverse professional backgrounds. 

• It reports to the Applied Research Office, which is directly connected to the 
Office of Vice President Academic. 

• Mandate of the REB: 
▫ To ensure that all applied research projects that involve humans and affect SC 

personnel (as participants or researchers) comply with the ethical standards set 
by the TCPS2.



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wΦ9Φ.ΦΚ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

These are the current REB members at Sault College

• Florencia Carlino (Chair)
• Mary Anne Shannon (Co-chair and member) 
• Elisa Muto 
• Brent Pusch
• Kay Vallee
• Casey Burgess
• Connie Free
• Mikayla Fahrer
• Mandy Jean Masse

Academic Assistant: Dina Guido



What is the TCPS2?
Stands for the Tri-Council Policy Statement, second edition.

Sets the ethical standards that researchers and institutions 
need to comply with to guarantee that every time that research gathers data from 
humans, it does in such a way that there is ethical protection of those humans. 

Published in 1998 (the original Policy), which was updated in 2010 giving birth to the second 



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¢/t{нΚ ό/ƻƴǘΩŘύ 

http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/
http://www.nserc.ca/
http://www.sshrc.ca/








!ǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ w9.ǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΚ ό/ƻƴǘΩŘύ
Multi-Site Expert Panel: In 2016, an Ontario multi-site review process 
was launched to speed up the ethics review process of studies that target 
various colleges in the province. Signing colleges conform a consortium 
that follows the procedures and uses the forms of the Multi-site 
application review. 

o SC is part of this Consortium since its inception.
o Florencia has served in the Expert Panel since 2017, representing 

SC and the Northern Region. 

CAREB/ACCER is the Canadian Association of Research Ethics Boards, 
dedicated to the promotion of professionalism of its members by 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ t5ǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ άōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎέ 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ 
in executing their roles. 
(Cf. https://careb-accer.org/professional-development-section/virtual-
reb/

https://careb-accer.org/professional-development-section/virtual-reb/


Who are the participants of a study?

• One of the first decisions researchers need to make is where 
they are gathering the information from. 

• A study can focus on:
▫ things or artifacts,  
▫ ideas and cultural beliefs, 
▫ laws, 
▫ animals, 
▫ plants,
▫ people.

• If your study is going to gather information from people 
(human subjects), that people are considered the research 
participants. 



When to approach the REB?



What forms are to be completed to request 
ethics review? 

There are two possible scenarios:  

1. Complete the short form for data gathering projects, if you are 
uncertain about whether your project qualifies as research according 
to the TCPS2 or not (example: course-based research or quality 
improvement surveys/ questionnaires).

OR

2. Complete the Multi-site application form if you are sure that your 
project is research. This form needs to be completed once the 
institutional approval has been granted. 

• Both forms, plus the Institutional Approval Form, can be 
downloaded from the REB website under the menu 
ƛǘŜƳΥ άCƻǊƳǎέΦ 



https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2018_chapter2-chapitre2.html


What types of projects are exempt from REB 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿΚ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

4. Quality assurance and quality improvement studies, 
program evaluation activities, and performance reviews, or 
testing within normal educational requirements when used 
exclusively for assessment, management or improvement 
purposes, do not constitute research for the purposes of this 
Policy, and do not fall within the scope of REB review. (Article 
2.5)

5. Creative practice activities, in and of themselves, do not 
require REB review. However, research that employs creative 
practice to obtain responses from participants that will be 
analyzed to answer a research question is  subject to REB 
review. (Article 2.6)
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Frequently Asked Questions
In the next slides we provide a straight-forward answer to the following common 
questions that researchers or people interest in pursuing research or interested in 
research you might have:

• When do I have to seek REB’s approval for my research/data gathering project?

• I’m planning to conduct research that involves humans. How do I proceed to apply for 
REB’s review?

• Can I do research about my courses or ask my students to do research in my classes?

• If my office/division needs to collect data from students/graduates/employers or other 
stakeholders, do we have to seek REB’s approval?

• I work at Sault College, but I am planning to do research in other Ontario colleges, how 
do I apply for REB review?

• Can I serve as an REB member?



When do I have to seek REB’s approval for 
my research/data gathering project?

• Every time you plan to gather information or do 
research that involves people as participants.

• ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀǘ {/ ƻǊ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ 
(because you are a SC employee). 

•



I’m planning to conduct research that involves 
humans. How do I proceed to apply for REB’s 
review?

1. Seek Institutional Approval: Complete the Applied Research Application Form and 
submit it to: John.Coccimiglio@saultcollege.ca (Manager of Applied Research).  

2. Seek REB Approval:  Once you receive the approval from John Coccimiglio, complete and 
submit the Ontario College Multi-Site Application Form to John Coccimiglio as well. He will 
then forward your completed form to our REB. 

3. Wait until the REB contacts you with the results of the review.

IMPORTANT: 

• Research cannot begin until REB approval is granted.

• Both forms and these instructions are posted in the REB website under 
άCƻǊƳǎέΦ 

mailto:John.Coccimiglio@saultcollege.ca


Can I do research about my courses or ask my 
students to do research in my classes?

• Yes, you can. It is called course-based research. 

• Lƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǎŜΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
complete the data-gathering activity form and report it to the 
REB. 

• The REB will determine if further steps are to be followed. 

IMPORTANT: 
Even when the REB determines that there is no need to 
complete the Multi-site form, the core principles of the 
ethically responsive research on humans need to be respected.  





I work at SC but I am planning to do research 
in other Ontario colleges, how do I apply for 
REB review?

• SC together with other 21 Ontario colleges is  part of a 
provincial consortium of colleges that use the same multi-
site REB application form since 2016.

• You can download the multi-site form from our website, 
complete it and then submit it directly to the REB of the 
college you are planning to gather the data from. 

• If you are planning to do research at various colleges, you 
can also submit the multi-site application form by email 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ /ƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳΩǎ 9ȄǇŜǊǘ tŀƴŜƭ [ŜŀŘΦ 
Contact the REB chair to learn who this person is and how 
to reach them. 





Questions/Comments?
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THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION AND 
YOUR INTEREST IN THE REB!!

If you want to follow up, please contact  
Florencia.carlino@saultcollege.ca or 
Dina.Guido@saultcollege.ca

mailto:Florencia.carlino@saultcollege.ca

